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Dear Hibiscus Friends: 
  
It is amazing but two years have flown by and my second (non consecutive) term 
as President of the IHS is coming to a close.  I've been fortunate to have a very 
responsive Board of Directors to work with, and we have together accomplished 
most everything I had intended to get done during my term. 
  
Hibiscus International has been reinstated after a several years of inactivity and is 
running flawlessly with Jim Purdie as editor. 
  
This IHS auction, also inactive for a number of years, has been resurrected and is 
functioning optimally under the direction of Kes Winwood.  As a result our treasury 
has gown, which puts us on a stable financial footing, and will permit us to do more 
good things in the international hibiscus community. 
The Nomenclature program is working well.  Joseph Dimino streamlined the  
program so that less work was required to get new submissions completed.  He 
has now passed this task on to Ian Rabenda who has kept it running smoothly.  As 
of recently Brian Cheers of the AuHS, serving as the International Cultivar  
Registrar, has been prompt in approving new IHS registration submissions.  I  
believe it is safe to say that the IHS nomenclature program has now established 
itself as a major contributor to new seedling registrations from around the world. 
  
Our web site problems have essentially been solved.  The web site chores are 
now divided between a team, with Ian Rabenda heading that effort.  He is assisted 
by Kes Winwood who handles text up dates, including H.I.,  and, along with Ian, 
trouble shoots problems.  Dave Cheney handles the photo updates on the home 
page.  Jim Purdie handles all the web site set up for the TPC (trimestiral photo 
contest) and the SOTY/HOTY programs as well as setting up all the voting.  This 
division of labor seems to be working well, and we have now updated most of the 
critical areas on the web site. 
 
 The IHS SOTY/HOTY program is working well, and new incentives have been 
developed to encourage participation.  Nina Bjelovucic has been invaluable as the 
IHS HOTY Coordinator keeping all parties on track, i.e., wood to the propagation 
station in Sicily, distribution of wood to the trialing stations, trialing station reports 
to the HOTY Panel of Judges, etc.  We have now selected two IHS HOTY's and 
we are hopeful the program will expand to become a valuable contribution to the 
hibiscus world, especially those that cannot participate in existing HOTY programs 
due to their rules or limitations. 
 
The IHS seed bank is running smoothly with Peter Moll serving as the IHS Seed 
Bank Officer. 
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This Internal Statutes Committee has deliberated for several month and made its recommendations for statute  
modification to the Board Of Directors.  The membership was invited to participate. The BOD has approved of those 
modifications and the membership will soon be voting to ratify them.  Assuming they are ratified, we will have  
accomplished bringing the statutes up to date to better serve our current needs. 
  
The election committee, headed by Kes Winwood and aided by Clay McGee, has now been busy for a couple of 
months developing the slate of new candidates for the upcoming election. With things running smoothly, I am 
pleased to see that the IHS will soon exercise its democratic privilege of electing a new Board of Directors.  
  
As I close this term I take pride in noting that since its inception in year 2000 with 3 members we have grown to  
having two member forums, English (with 755 members) and Spanish (with members 56 and growing). 
  
It is my sincerest wish that future presidents and their board of directors will diligently abide by the statutes and our 
various programs and to build upon these to further aid the IHS and it affiliates in contributing to the global hibiscus 
world. 
  
Warmest Regards & Happy Hibiscus Growing To All 
  
Dick Johnson, IHS President 

 

EDITORS REPORT 

Welcome to the Editorôs Report, and I hope you enjoy the article this month in which Esteban McGrath Holliday tells 

his story of how he grows Hibiscus at his place and backs this up with photos of blooms and views of his property. 

He certainly has a steep block and he shows how he has overcome this obstacle. 

Next time we are going to Germany to Ursulla Lengdoblerôs home and she will describe how she is able to grow her 

plants in a cold winter and what she has to do to make her plants survive in her in her enviroment. We do not  

appreciate how easy it is for us in our Tropical and sub-tropical climates where we leave our plants out all year to be 

able to produce flowers in abundance and do not have the problem of carrying our pots out and in with the change of 

the weather. What we have to do to grow and look after our favourite plantsô 

This time we are sending a separate supplement of how Rita Feijo Abreu from Brazil and Kes Winwood from Canada  

conducted an exercise with Rita sprouting her seeds and then sending them to Kes in Canada, and they arrived 

safely and they are quite happy with the results. The whole process is explained with text and photos of each part of 

the exercise and I hope you can gain some benefit from this and perhaps you would like to try and get seeds from 

Rita and see how they arrive at your place.  
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        Sembrando en Puerto Rico  
         By Esteban McGrath Holliday  

 
 
Since arriving in Puerto Rico in 1968 after a tourist (In green) visit to Vietnam..I fell in love with the flora and fauna 
here at Lat 18-30 N in the Caribbean. 
 
After operating my turn-key Engineering firm for 12 yrs we commenced as well  to plant vegetables commercially on 
the South Coast of the island. There we began a breeding program for Abelmoscus  esculenta  as this vegetable 
was my number one seller on our 260 acre plantings annually. Later itós name was changed to Hibiscus  
esculenta. Many know it as Quimbombó, Bamia, Bhindi Goumbo and Okra..Honestly..even considering a field of 
Sunflower....An Okra field in the morning is one of the most beautiful sights to see...Imagine seeing 300,000 Hibiscus 
yellow flowers all around and gone by the afternoon. 
 
In 1988 we purchased an 8 acre farm in the mountains in Guaynabo  at  350M altitude over  sea level only minutes 
from our home in San Juan with the intent of doing a farm for Oriental fruits ...Jak fruit specifically..Bear in mind that 
many of the roads in the Campo (Countryside ) of Puerto Rico are lined with Amapola bushes...(Red Hibiscus  
flowers). A red flowering..bullet proof plant cv..Well in 1997 when I had planned to sell  the vegetable operation on 
the South Coast,,, we decided to commence plantings of Tropicals for landscaping.. 
After going to a plant show we immediately  became aware of the local interest  in flowering plants. At that time Luis 
Acevedo was the grower of Hibiscus rosa-sinensis on the island (135 mi x 37 mi) of Puerto Rico. 
I began to acquire mother plants...but upon planting them out mostly American stock...few.... I found to be excellent 
for the Tropics of Puerto Rico...LEGGY PLANTS...WIDE OPEN GROWTH...sporadic flowering .whatever....I still  
remember what Atti, my worker, said about Red Snapper...to me one of the all time best flowers.òShame its so great 
of a flower, but the plant looks like it has AIDSò So we started from there. 
 
About the time we were starting out there was a crazy Marine biologist in Tahiti struggling to get together a group of 
international growers, collectors .and hobbyists., I knew that on my own it would take me too long to get a real  
business going  in HIBISCUS  as at that time the craze was just starting. Thanks to Dick Johnsonôs, the not so crazy 
untiring efforts and the ability to pull together the big guns in Oz, Daemon, Charles Black, Luc Vanorbeeck, Barry 
Schlueter and Curt Sinclair in the USA, I was able to bring together my farming experience with Hibiscus expertise all 
over the world.. 
 
We with like 50 cvôs from all over the world started to breed and cull..looking for a bullet proof bush, cv that would 
really set many flowers in a day,, and last a bit longer as well, we had sincere input and help from Dick Johnson, 
Allan Little ,Richard Mansbridge as well as Mervyn Weis. I mean help.....like  plant grass green sided up..but mostly 
with seeds, cuttings and plants. Dick was always there to openly assist...just like he is today. And Wayne Hall with 
his experiences in planting in the of Arizona. Bob Rivers-Smith of New Zealand and of course  Jim Purdie ..from oz.. 
 
On our farm @ 350m alt (1150 ft elevation) it is only flat if you look down...so my compadre Guillermo Oliver  LLináz 
showed me how coffee farmers use the jungle with roads and terraces.. 
We cleared 8 acres with bulldozer and set terraces 10m wide x the mountain contour  every 16m of elevation. .The 
first planting was a thrill,. as we were installing drip. I never go anywhere without my drip irrigation as after 12 years 
planting in the desert as mechanized as possible and being able to fumigate, feed and irrigate 75 acres at a pop I 
knew there would be no better insurance than drip irrigation. Mind you at our farm, it rains 2000mm annually but its 
not there when you need it, so drip is always the secure answer.. 
 
We as well determined that to keep erosion down as well as to provide a controlled planting area on a 45 degree 
slope ,we had to do something, a Tropical plantation on a rainy day means falling down 10+ times..so we planted 
tyres side by side ..filling in the inner parts with stone and tosca with prepared mix in the planting area. of the tyre. 
Works fantastically. My workers called it the Caribe Hilton referring to the ease of going in and out of the planting 
area for the mother plants. 
Another concept we learned was to take advantage of the jungle for shade...as Hibiscus are not indoor plants...òGod 
tends to take better care of plants than people do ñ...we sayé When we plant in the tyres, I maintain cvôs as Mother 
plants that are very bushy, heavy setters and top  flowers as well..the better and more requested the plant cv the 
more we have planted out. As we multiply by marcotte..producing a flowering large bush in 120 days off the mother 
plant. is not un-reasonable . 
Today we see so many home owners looking for instant gratification. Meaning larger plants, so that is our present  
direction. 
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On our farm, the potting mix we use can become expensive and every individual habitat can comment on what is 
best for them..We use a mix of coarse  sand and stable bottoms for a low cost very organic excellent mix..both grow 
wise and cost wise..We are now experimenting with using what we call Polvillo..the fines up to 3-4 mm of ground 
stone from the nearby quarry. As we plant Adeniums and Plumeria as well ,drainage is of the essence. I do like the 
Polvillo. as depending on the product we are planting, we vary the mix percentages. In hibiscus we use 2 parts  
Polvillo or River sand (Coarse ) to one  part stable bottom and top dress monthly with stable bottoms on all mother 
plants as well as marketing plants. 
 
Feed ...Hibiscus are extremely heavy feeders in the Tropics...so top dressing with the stable bottoms serves three-
fold purpose...excellent organic food, serves as a semi ground clothe and holds moisture in due to the organic make 
up and is very inexpensive..Here the PASO FINO stables must clean out the stable every 10-14 days to keep their 
expensive horse healthy. So we usually get a truck load free. We do drip Urea as well as 20-20-20 and Potassium 
sulfate, MgSO4(Epsom Salts} is sprayed for flowering set.. 
 
La Plaga or insect control.  
When in the vegetable business I learned that a maintenance spray is much better than a knockdown spray...so we 
spray every 2 weeks and apply Imadficloprid when the ants show up every 4 months.. 
 
One area I always have a constant problem with is Erinose mites..we control them with various chemicals ,but there 
is no keeping them out. I find that Jim Purdieôs recommendation to remove all damaged leaves and then spray twice 
seems to give the best control...With the use of Imasdicloprid, there is no longer the worry about Mealybug, White fly,  
Aphids and other sucking insects. 
For pathologicals we use Actinovate as mycrorrhiza and Copper oxide for leaf problems in rainy season. Sulfur WP 
is always an excellent choice as it is not only an insecticide, but also a fungicide. 
 
Breeding ./Our breeding season is Dec 10-May 10.In this time frame we do about 4000 crosses with possibly 60% 
taking. As you all know, some mother plants throw many seeds..and some 1-2.and many are just not good pod  
bearers. I well know that from habitat to habitat this changes. 
I am enthralled with reds..to me the most difficult to look for in a cross. After all with Dragonôs Breath as the high  
bar...it is difficult..3 years ago we only did reds...out of 2000 + crosses planted out we kept 3-4 only. those being front 
Nô Center, Big Red Mama and Red Zarches. In breeding I look and hope for white center or solid center...If itôs going 
to be a red center,,, letôs have the large blood red eye of Herm Geller. That I enjoy. 
All in all...in 12 yrs of growing hibiscus commercially as well as 30 in breeding..I realize how little I really know about 
the plant world. 
Esteban McGrath 
Loresco Tropical 
San Juan,Puerto Rico 

. 

This photo shows 

the slope that 

Esteban has in his 

garden and the drip 

lines which supplies 

the water and all his 

feeding and insecti-

cide or what ever he 

wants to give his 

plants and also he 

uses tyres to hold 

the garden from 

washing down the 

slope. 

 

Blueberry Hill & 6 

mother plants with 

Georgiaôs Pearl in 

the top right of 

photo 
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Tsunami Tsunami 

Satita Cremalina 

Terciopelo Sport Taino Cobre 
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Crossfire Rueda Dôoro 

Magia Blanca & Erin Rachael Batida DôUva [Smokey Mtn. X Marilyn 

Quayle] 

Dreamscape Nightmare 


