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Hello Hibiscus Friends:

The IHS continues to make progress on some fronts, most aspects are running well
and we have suffered set backs on others.

On the up side, the IHS Seed Auctions run by Kes Winwood have been very
successful and the revenue will eventually be put to good use. For any wishing to
contribute seed for the auction, just 5 seeds of a given cross is fine, please contact

At Ninads Pl acePagkes at: keswin@wightman.ca
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Hibiscus International

Hibiscus International, our cyber magazine, is doing very well with Jim Purdie as
editor. Should any of you have anything to contribute, please contact Jim
at: jpul1707@bigpond.net.au.

Our seed bank is still functional under the expert care of Peter E. Moll Should
anyone wishing to receive or contribute seed, please contact him
at pelimo01@yahoo.com.br

The TPC and SOTY competitions are functioning well, again due to the most
appreciated efforts of Jim Purdie. We are still trying to find ways to encourage
people to enter candidates in the SOTY competition, and hopefully, slowly we will
succeed. Nina has been very helpful as the HOTY coordinator, and recently the
BOD decided to permit all trialing stations to also be voting judges, so this will add
more expertise to aid in making our selections.

A setback has occurred with the original IHS Latina, which was founded by myself
on behalf of the BOD with their approval for Spanish Speaking hibiscus
enthusiasts. Members of IHS Latina were full fledged members of the IHS
benefiting from its democratic base. From the beginning we had difficulty getting
the introductory and support info in Spanish instead of English. For that reason
alone, | passed ownership to Constantino, who had also accepted to be one of the
forum moderators. We sort of forgot about the problem, but a few months ago
Constantino was able to transfer IHS Latina from Yahoo US to Yahoo Argentina
and changed the name to IHS Latin Hibiscos. It was the old IHS Latina with all the
archives still intact and not a new or different forum, which should have still been
subject to the BOD, since Constantino was only the owner on their
behalf. Normally, all of this should have passed by the BOD since IHS Latina was
a branch of the IHS. When members on that forum made inquires about problems
with the change at the BOD level, there was a major upheaval on IHS Latin
Hibiscos in that Constantino said the forum was no longer a part of the IHS and
they should address problems to him. In ensuing communications, which
happened pretty much unbeknown to the IHS BOD, a number of the major
participant felt so insulted that they fell silent,



or unsubscribed. When the IHS BOD became aware of the problem, it did everything under its power to resolve the
situation favorably and have the forum returned under the auspices of the IHS BOD. As that was not possible, the
BOD elected to form a new IHS Latin forum called IHS Hibiscos using Yahoo Spain. It has now grown to 45
members, including those most active on the former IHS Latina forum. Beth Jordan, a member of the BOD, in now
the owner of the new IHS Hibiscos and Carlos Fernandez is the principal moderator, since he is also one that left the
former group. This has not been openly discussed on the IHS English member forum as the BOD wanted to avoid a
situation which most of the members would have found distasteful. However, | mention these events here, not in the
hope that is will change past events, but simply to put the record straight.

Although we have assistance on updating the IHS web site, this is another area that needs to be
improved. Jim Purdie does all the work relating to Hibiscus International and the TPC and SOTY/HOTY. lan
Rabena is running the nomenclature and can assist for some things. However, we have yet to get this aspect
organized, and this is something we hope to solve by the time the next Presidents Message is presented in Hibiscus
International.

Something to think about is that we will be due for a change in IHS Administrators the middle of this new year. In a
few months we will establish an election committee for the purpose of finding candidates. If any of you are willing to
serve, keep this in mind. Up front | will state that it is not my intention to run for the position of President or any other
position, as | think it is time the IHS gets some new blood and ideas.

Warmest Regards and Happy Hibiscus Growing To All

Dick Johnson

EDITORS REPORT
My thanks to Nina Bjelovucic for the article on growing Hibiscus and the great photos. | hope you learn something
Also this issue has some articles which | hope you will find of interest and put to good use .Like how to treat and

plant new bushes, and article on Ants, How to grow new plants by Air Layering, how to grow your cuttings, and a
interesting story by Ross Mc Kinnon the Curator of the Brisbane Botanical Gardens.

The next issue is due out in the beginning of April and will contain an article from Bob Rivers-Smith on how he grows
our favourite plant in New Zealand.

Kind Regards JIM PURDIE [Editor]
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| live in Croatia (Europe), at the Adriatic sea, in zone 9b. My climate is rather favorable for growing tropical hibiscus,
because we have many sunny days the whole year round.

My love for hibiscus started 6 years ago, when | obtained a single red local variety. What impressed me the most
was the trait that is usually considered to be the fault of hibiscus, and that is the one day duration of the bloom.
Every day, my plant looked different: one day it was decorated on the left side, the other day on the right side...then,
a few days nothing....then, the following day, it was covered with blooms all over....I fell in love with that ephemeral
character of the bloom: captured for the brief moment, then lost...

Soon, | discovered other colors, and spent time circulating among the nurseries, under the balconies of other
people , around the gardens, obtaining plants and wood. | soon had all the domestic varieties. Looking for more
colors, | sat at the internet and there, one night, | discovered the whole realm of colors.

Since then, | have been collecting them from all over the world, and | have tried in my conditions more than 300
varieties. At the beginning, | was fascinated with every cultivar, but little by little | became more selective. | realized

that there were some traits that | appreciated more...so | started looking for cultivars that had those traits. The search

for the Aperfectid plant has shown me that in tropical h
there are some really worthy ones, and those ones are now my favorites. Those are the cultivars that are good

upright growers, that branch well and can make nice compact bushes, that bloom profusely from late spring to late
autumn, and that present their blooms in the way | can always see them.

The most important from my growing technique is the following:

| give them the soil that | take from a very old pine forest. That is the soil full of not fully decomposed pine
material (needles, cones, bark), so it is extremely porous and light, and | suppose accidic. | mix that with
about 1 of perlite.

| give them a slow release fertilizer from early spring to late fall, plus the Mg SO4 and KNO3 once a week.

They receive full sun the whole year round, except from May to September, when | use some palm branches as
a protection.

| prune alot, in early spring

| repot regularly, in spring, until | reach the maximum size that | can handle. This year | will start rootpruning for
the oldest varieties.

| watch for whiteflies and spider mites, and treat some time in advance.

View of Ni nads hot house
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Two Early Americans from Ninads Col

Three beauti ful French Toast bl oo ms
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Two Tahitian Princess Blooms looking very good for Nina

Ni nabs Tahitian Sophistication | ooki
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Ninabs Climax Bl oom showing its bril

Some more flowers from inside Ninabos
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