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future destination and goals
Society over the next two
working with you over the
goals as set forth in the
Good luck to you all and

| wish to extend a warm and hardy
welcome to our newly elected Board of
Directors. | welcome youone and all to the
International Hibiscus Society Board of
Directors. You have been elected to the
Board of Directors of the International
Hibiscus Society that now boasts 310
worldwide members. You will now have
the opportunity to participate in the
decision making process that will shape the
of the International Hibiscus
years. | am looking forward to
next few years to achieve these
original IHS Charter.

welcome aboard.


http://www.internationalhibiscussociety.org/
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Secretary-Treasurer Report

It is with much sadness that | have had to accept the resignatiaf our Web

Master Mr. Joseph Dimino due to an on going illness. We have all benefited

from Josephdéds creative talents and ma n
now permanent features of the IHS WEB SITE. We will all miss JD and he

will surely be a toughact to follow.

Wayne C. Hall-President
International Hibiscus Society

FromTheE d | tDesk

Hi Hibiscus Friends,

After a | ong period of | e
happy to finally present Vol. 21 (OctDec 2004)

of Hibiscus International, almost totally made

by Carlos Quirino, our last Editor of Hibiscus
International.

| sincerely thank Wayne Hall, Dick Johnson,
Carlos Quirino and other members of the
Board for expressingtheir trust in my abilities
in carrying on with the responsibilities of Editor of Hibiscus International.

| believe that as from now on you will be receiving regular issues of Hibiscus
International after the missing issues are completed in the near fute.

BTW, | invite all members to write short articles and/or send photographs
with explanations so that they can be published on time each quarter for
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everyone to share. This is very important because everyone around the world
has something to say aboutheir local hibiscus, hybridizing experiences,
germinating seeds, growing seedlings, usage of rootstock, grafting, pruning,
feeding plans, pest control, etc. etc. What is obvious and routine for some, can
be an absolute novelty for others, and it is throgh such shared experience
that we can create an on line consultation library for everyone worldwide.

Please send vyour information and queries to my -mail address:
constagdl@netgate.com.uy | shall be happy to include or answer them in
following issues.

May Hibiscus Enthusiasm be with you!

Constantino Garcia Dominguez
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A Guide To Hibiscus Varletles In India

By: Francy Kakkassery R T S e—

India, one of the biggest countries in South Asia, with an
area of 3.2 million sq. kms., is second in position in the
world with more than one billion human population. The
-+« =~ =~ | northern side is bordered with Nepal, China and Bhutan,
__-.:'j‘:,'_'\— North-East side with China, Burma and Bangadesh.
e o rth-West side with Pakistan and WesSouth with
 EE= = Mst south is the Bay of Bengal and South side

=l | (Map of India) is the Indian Ocean. The length of caontry
from South to North is 3,214 kms. and width from East to west 2,933 kms.
Politically, India is divided into 28 states, on the northern tip is Jammu and
Kashmir and southern tip with Kerala and Tamil Nadu. The major four cities
are New Delhi (capital of India, located in the north Central position),
Mumbai (the biggest city, in the west side, it was called Bombay before),
Kolkata (situated in the east side, it was formerly
named Calcutta ) and Chennai (in the south side, it
was known as Madras). Indiagained freedom on
15" August 1947 after four centuries of British
regime, by the sustained nofviolence strategy of
our late National father, Mahatma Gandhi. Now,
L B8 one of the largest democratic countries in the
el \world showing fast growth and development in
the
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field of economy and other areas. India, unlike other countries, has wide di
versity in culture, language and religion. The majorityof population is Hindu-
82%, Muslim-11%, Christians-2%, and others such as Sikhs, Buddhists,
Parsees and Jains, altogether 5%. India has two official largages, Hindi (the
National language) and English. In addition, there are 17 scheduled

languages, 1652in-official and verbal languages.(Upper and left photos: The Taj
Mahal , one of the seven wonders of the world, in Agra, near New Delhi)

SAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAANANS
Kerala." God's Own Countryv"
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Kerala is one of the smallest
T .| States in In
B RS dia and is

. . | locateg Map
-~~~ = ofKerala) in

~ the southwest

_| corner of this country.
o On its west is Arabian
| Sea and east is wester

Ghats (an array of JESE

mountains with tropical rain forest). The 88 S
average height of Western Ghats o e
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Is 900mts and peaks are over 1800mts. Kerala has a typical tropical climate ,
warm and humid with plenty of sunshine and rain. Kerala is blessed with 44
rivers , lakes and backwaters . The landscape is very beautifahd attracts a
large number of tourists from many countries. The population is so high, 32
million people are living this small state( 38,863 kms), with an average density
of 819 people per sg/km. The rice is the staple food of Keralites, and in most of
the states of south India whereas wheat is favored in North India. The lang
uage is Malayalam, but Hindi and English are also spoken language$he
major crops are Rice, Tea, Coconut, Coffee, Rubber, Banana Cashew, Pep
per, Cardamom and other spicesUpper right photo: House Boats in Lake)

Hibisc »F India

The first westerner, a Portuguese navigator- Vasco de Gammagcame to
India, to the Malabar coast (Kerala), in 1498. He arrived here after an
adventurous sea voyage, encircling the Cape of Good Hope of Africacathus
opened a new sea route to India from Europe. They called Hibiscus flowers
Ashoe fl ower so, because the natives he
polishing shoes.

Even though the written history of Hibiscus {. rosasinensis a double red
hibiscus) was made known to the world by the renowned Swedish scientist
and modern taxonomist-- Carl Linnaeus, who described the same in his book
Species Plantarung1753), it was earlier described and noted in a bookortus
Indicus Malabarlcus with ill ustrations of its characteristic features by its
author -- Henri Van Reed (Left lower photo), the
{ Dutch Governor, who lived in Cochin, Kerala, India,
during the period from 16631677 A.D. In fact, it was
originally published in Latin from Amsterdam (1968)
and recently it came to light in English translated by
University of Kerala after 325 years. Van Reed
| described 742 plant species which were collected
{ from this area where the amazing biodiversity of
| plants added interest to his enthusiastic life. The
single red form was also reported growing wild on
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the Malabar Coast of India (previously the northernpart of Kerala state was
known as Malabar) but this area was not established as its native habitat. It
was regardedH. rosamalabaricaand not considered allied toH. rosasinensis
The origin and native country of Hibiscus is clearly not known. But the
literature says that, "rosa-sinesis” means 'Ros e of Chinabo
possibly have been disseminated and propagated in other Asian countries by
traders of that time.

Il n Keral a, the Hibiscus is call¢e&d
Malayalam. Here, as in most states in India, the hib&is is a common plant
and is employed as boundaries to the houses and plots of land. It is a
wonderful sight in the spring season ( in August and September immediately
after the Monsoon season) with all the plants in bloom.

In India, flowers and parts of the hibiscus plant are used for a variety of
purposes. Hibiscus flowers are included in the offerings to the Hindu Gods in
Temples with some fruits. Besides this, these flowers are of use in Indian

and
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red coloured hibiscus flowers are brewed in coconut oil which is used as hair
oil to have healthy, black and thick hair which is considered as a good sign of
beauty amongst Indian woman. Nowadays, the Hibiscus hair oil is com
mercially available in the Indian market.

The crushed leaves of Hibiscus are still used as shampoo lotion by many
Indians because the slimy secretion cleans hair quite well. As medicine, having
a cup of milk with ground buds of hibiscus flowers is supposketo be good for
controlling excessive bleeding by women. The extract of the Hibiscus flowers
Is used to rub on the burns on the skin, which has very effective healing
power. The extract of the natural red colour of Hibiscus flowers and green
colour of leaves were also used in the olden days in mural paintings, which
decorate the walls of Hindu Temples as well as Christian Churches. Hibiscus

fl ower s ar e al so used t o ma k e di ffer .
O0Theeyal 6 and 0 Mezukk wpaso asedt to thake sbth e

drinks. The major cities in India actively involved in the cultivation and trade

f
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of Hibiscus plants are Bangaloe (in South India) and Kolkotha (North-East
Region). The Indian Horticulture Institute in Hassargatta, near Bangalore,
has developed a good number of hybrids of these flowers. In Kolkotha, a lot
of varieties are imported from Hawaii and other parts of the world and doing

very good business there. Hereunder are but a few varieties which grow in
India.
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Even though many Indians are involved in Hibiscus cultivation not only for
its aesthetic beauty but also for the medicinal purposes, they are not
coordinated as a group or society (to my knowledge). The@re some reasons
for this including the vast geographical area of our country and lack of proper
communication among the hibiscus lovers here. For now, | am trying to
organize an Indian Hibiscus Society and hope it materializes in near future.






